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The World and Its People – McGraw Hill, 2005, -- $58.00
Course Description – The five themes of geography, location, place, human environment, interaction, movement, and regions are used to explore selected world areas including Europe, Latin America, Canada, and Australia.  Current events are stressed in order to give the students a global picture of the world while cultural backgrounds are examined to illustrate the mosaic of American heritage. 

Course Outline for the Year – Besides a geographic overview of the continents of Europe, Latin America, Canada, and Australia the students will study the historic development, the people and culture, plus representative political and economic systems found on the continents. 

Europe: Europe’s Influence on the World, Cultural Contributions, Transitions, Modern Europe, and Europe’s Political and Economic Systems
Latin America: Colonization, 20th Century Latin America, Political and Economic Systems 

Canada: Origins and Development, Political and Economic Systems

Australia: Origins and Development, Political and Economic Systems

Personal Finance: Income, Spending, Credit, Saving, and Investing

The TAG Curriculum is designed specifically to meet the needs of the gifted learner.  Activities may differ in scope, depth and pace.  There are also increased opportunities for higher level thinking skills which include analysis, synthesis and evaluation.

Grading Scheme:

Fulton County Academic Grading Scale

A- 90 and above

B- B- 80 – 89

C- C – 70 – 70

F - 69 and below

* By state rule, any grade below 70 is failing
TAG students falling below an 80 in a TAG class will be put on probation.  The grade must be raised to an 80, or the student will be dropped from that particular TAG class but not the TAG program.
Classroom Grading Practices

Projects 35% -- major papers or oral researched presentations, 

Tests 35% -- map and content tests

Quizzes 20% -- reading, charts and graphs

Homework 10% -- chapter notes and/or questions

Assignments or projects turned in late will be penalized 10%.  Graded tests, quizzes and projects are filed in students work folders in the classroom.
Extra Credit:  Three extra credit grade points can be earned each semester by completing 6 hours of approved community service through PTA’s Project Elbow Grease or student initiated projects.
Special Projects: Each geographic area of study will cumulate in a variety of projects designed to engage the TAG student in analysis of information, interpretation and evaluation of data. 

Homework Expectations: Homework needs to be expected daily.  Chapter notes need to be taken on chapter reading.  There will be periodic open note quizzes on homework reading assignments.  To aid students in major projects, school days will be spent in research, both in the media center and in the computer lab.  Any research that is not done in school must be completed as homework,

Provision for Improving Grades: All students at Taylor Road are expected to complete all work assigned by the teacher. All zeros must be cleared up 10 days prior to the end of the grading period. If a student scores less than 50 on any given assignment or test, he or she is expected to seek remediation, if appropriate, and redo the assignment or retake the test for reduced credit. Teachers will establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  TAG students must maintain an 80 to remain in the TAG program. 

Scheduling Help Sessions: Help sessions are made by appointment during REAL time or before school.

Teacher/Parent Communication: Progress reports will go home with students for a parent signature each 4 ½ weeks.  Regular update e mails are sent to parents.  In addition parents and students can check upcoming tests and daily assignments on new.schoolnotes.com/students/main or on the assignment page off Parent Connect. 

Absence Make-Up Procedures: (FOBOE Policy JBD)
Upon returning to school following an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher to request make-up work.  Make up work must be completed by the student within the time specified by the teacher.  (At TRMS, the student will be given the same amount of time to make up the work as the student will receive the actual grade on the make-up work if the absence was “excused”.  Make-up for “unexcused” absences may be deduced by ten points.  Make-up work submitted late will receive a zero.

Classroom Procedures and Expectations: Students are to arrive to class on time with the materials necessary to work.  Homework is the basis for the next day class work; therefore, homework is important and expected to be completed.  Failure to complete homework may result in a failure on an open notes quiz or a homework grade.  Any actions by a student that distract students or the teacher from the classroom focus will be instructed to sign the behavior book.  Three signings result n an after school detention.  

Parent Signature:  Please sign below to indicate this syllabus has been read.  Students will be expected to keep this in their notebook so it can be referred to through out the year.

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Parent Signature
